




OPTIONAL  EXTENSION TO SOUTHEAST TURKEY (2 or 3 days)

 (
Dr. Gul Pulhan
)Join some of the other travelers on this special archaeological insider’s tour with Resit Ergener ’73, historian and tour guide (and our key organizer of the main itinerary) and Gul Pulhan ’00 PhD., Assistant Professor of Archaeology at Koc University as your guides.
Day 1: Fly to Diyarbakır. Sightseeing. Drive to Hasankeyf, visit the Hasankeyf area and the excavation sites soon to be covered under the waters of a dam. Overnight in Batman at a basic hotel.
 (
A panoramic view of the site 
and the excavations at Gre Amer
) (
The excavation teams stays in a large house at the town of
 
Ikikopru
, 30 km east of Batman. Post-excavation work such as pottery
 
studies, illustration, photography, recording and conservation carried out
in the excavation house.
)Gre Amer is a multi-period site located on the east bank of the Garzan River, an eastern tributary of the Tigris River in southeastern Turkey. The mound is within the proposed Ilisu Dam Reservoir area and if the construction of the long-contested dam goes ahead the site of Gre Amer will be flooded completely. The first season of salvage excavations carried out in summer 2009 by Koc University, Department of Archaeology and History of Art in cooperation with the Mardin Archaeological Museum. Around four hectares, Gre Amer constitutes the largest attested settlement in the Garzan River Valley. The 2009 excavations unearthed nearly one thousand square meters at four different locations of the mound with the aim of understanding the settlement chronology and the nature of the site. A road cut through the site in the 1950s to provide access to nearby oil fields had destroyed part of the archaeological deposit, yet revealed a large section of the mound. Two superimposed well-preserved burnt levels that were visible in the section explored horizontally in multiple areas. Preliminary analyses of the stone-architecture and rich pottery data including numerous in situ whole pots, combined with metal, baked-clay, glass and obsidian artifacts places the two burnt levels into the Early Iron Age and Late Bronze Age horizons of the Upper Tigris Region. Two further (unburnt) structural levels above the upper burnt level indicate later Iron Age occupation. The hand-made, grooved and incised bowls, the typical markers of the Early Iron Age in Eastern Anatolia and in the Upper Tigris, painted jars with geometric designs, large jars with a variety of applied rope motives as well as unique examples of turquoise glazed ware and red-brown wash ware establish strong parallels both with the Ilisu Salvage Projects along the Tigris and with sites in northern Syria such as Sabi Abyad and Tell Brak. Partial recovery of a stone fortification wall, combined with the presence of a cuneiform inscribed ceramic bowl fragment and sealed jar fragments raises the possibility of a Middle Assyrian walled-farm, a dunnu, for the Late Bronze Age (ca.1300-1200 BC) period of the site.
DIYARBAKIR CITY WALLS
	One of the longest fortifications of middle ages, built during 11th – 13th centuries. Diyarbakır city walls are 5,5 km. (3 miles) long. Several sources state that only the Great Wall of China is longer, but the walls of Constantinople were 18 km long. The dark stone used in construction is local basalt. There are nearly 80 towers, all standing with the exception of six. The roads entering the city from four gates intersect at the central market of Diyarbakır. 


DIYARBAKIR GREAT MOSQUE 	HASANKEYF
	The Great Mosque of Diyarbakır is regarded as the oldest mosque in Turkey and one of the oldest in the world. The tradition is that the mosque was converted from a church in 639 when Diyarbakır was captured by Muslims. This was probably the Church dedicated to St. Thomas. In 770, the building was being jointly used by Christians and Muslims.
	
	Hasankeyf is a very old settlement, probably the Ilansura mentioned in the Mari Tablets which date back to 1800 BCE. Nine civilizations have prevailed at Ilusu during the course of four millenniums. There are cave churches, mosques and tombs, reflecting the rich heritage of the site. The rich historical heritage will be covered with water if Ilısu dam is completed.



Day 2: Drive to Mardin,a picturesque city. Visit nearby Syriac monasteries. Overnight in a boutique hotel that was converted from an old Mardin home. 

DAYRULZAFARAN
	Syriacs descend from the ancient communities of Mesopotamia. They now have communities spread throughout the world. Christ spoke Aramaic, which is the language of Syriacs. Deyrulzafaran is the most important sanctuary of the Syriac Christians in the Mardin area. The oldest unit of the monastery is an underground chamber built by sun worshippers, now known as mahzen (“cellar” in Turkish). A Christian Monastery was built on the pagan chamber during the ninth century.   Tombs of several Syriac bishops and patriarchs are at Dayrulzafaran. Wedding ceremonies and funeral rites are still being held at the monastery.




MOR GABRIEL 	MARDIN
	Also known as Deyrulumur, The Monastery of St. Gabriel, is the oldest functioning Syriac Orthodox monastery. It is located on the Tur Abdin plateau near Midyat. The monastery was founded in 397. Several monks, nuns, lay workers and guests reside at the monastery, which is also the seat of the metropolitan bishop of Tur Abdin. Mor Gabriel is active in training and ordaining Syriac religious specialists. 


	Capital of the province bearing the same name, Mardin is known for its position on a mountain overlooking the plains of northern Syria (the name ‘Mardin’ means fortress in Syriac) and for its unique and indigenous Arab-style architecture. A walk through the streets of Mardin is a memorable experience. 




Day 3: Drive to Urfa . Visit Gobeklitepe on the way – oldest known monuments made by hunter gatherers. Harran and other attractions in Urfa. Fly to Istanbul. Overnight in Istanbul. OR we can add a day and drive to Gaziantep to See Zeugma Museum – then fly to Istanbul
GOBEKLITEPE
	Probably the most fascinating archaeological site in the Turkey and one of the most interesting in the world. Gobekli is the only known hunter gatherer monument. There are T shaped megaliths arranged in circles like at Stonehenge - but Gobekli is 9500 years older. 



HARRAN
 Harran, also known as Carrhae, was once a major trading, cultural, and religious center in northern Mesopotamia. Main attractions today are the traditional, circular mud brick houses designed like beehives. It is believed that the design of these houses has not changed for the past 3000 years. There are also the remains of the city walls and of the first Moslem university where during the late 8th and 9th centuries  works of astronomy, philosophy, natural sciences and medicine were translated from Greek to Syriac by Assyrians, and then to Arabic.
	Before monotheism, Harran was the centre of the worship of pagan moon-god Sin and home of the mysterious "Sabians." According to Genesis, Terah and his family lived at Harran for more than sixty years Christian, Jewish, and Muslim traditions agree that it was at Harran where Abraham, Terah’s son, received the command from God, which marked the start of monotheism to "go forth from your native land and from your father's house to the land that I will show you."  It was at Harran where Abraham took Sarah and where Jacob sought refuge when Esau threatened him. Jacob would spend 20 years in Haran, working for his uncle Laban. 
 


CAVE WHERE ABRAHAM WAS BORN
	A Moslem tradition says that Urfa is the birth place of Abraham This tradition finds some support in the Old testament. According to Genesis, Terah and his family had settled at Harran, after leaving a place called ‘Ur of the Chaldeans,’ which can be where modern Urfa is. Terah had three children: Abram, Nahor, and Haran. Haran, was born in Ur of the Chaldeans. If Haran was born in Ur (or Urfa), his brother Abraham could also have been born there.  Interestingly, there is a cave in Urfa which was where, according to Muslim tradition, Abraham was born. 


 
ZEUGMA MUSEUM

	Mosaics, frescoes and sculpture (including a bronze statue of Mars, God of War) uncovered at Zeugma as well as other archaeological artifacts discovered in the Gaziantep region are on display at the Gaziantep Museum, commonly known as Zeugma Museum. The wing where Zeugma mosics are on display was opened in 2005 and houses one of the rare collections devoted almost exclusively to mosaics. The mosaics are of breathtaking beauty. “The Wedding of Dionysos,”  “Okeanos and Tethis,” “Akhileus in Skyros,”  “Drunk Dionysos,” “The Honeymoon of Dionysos,”“Women At breakfast,” “Dionysos banquet,” and “Perseus-Andromeda” are amongst the more famous panels on display. Symbol of the museum is the so called “Gypsy Girl” whose story is not known.



ZEUGMA

	Zeugma is a historical settlement located in the modern province of Gaziantep, named after the ‘bridge of boats,’ (zeugma in Greek), which crossed the Euphrates there. Originally a Greek city, Zeugma came under Roman rule in 64 BC. The city was prosperous because of its location on the Silk Road, connecting Antioch to China. At its heyday, Zeugma had a population of approximately 80,000. Zeugma was destroyed at 256 BC by the Sassanids. Mosaic panels which decorated the walls and floors of wealthy Roman homes at Zeugma were recovered before the waters of Birecik Dam flooded the area and are now on display at Gaziantep Museum. 
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