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Books recommended by Professor Junko Kato of the University of Tokyo
Political system

Japan's Political Marketplace. 

Professor Rosenbluth of Yale as a co-author

J. Mark Ramseyer and Frances McCall Rosenbluth. 1993. 

Harvard University Press.

Mark Ramseyer and Frances McCall Rosenbluth show how rational-choice theory can be applied to Japanese politics.
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_ss_gw?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=Japan%27s+Political+Marketplace&x=10&y=18

Social system
Japan's Dual Civil Society: Members Without Advocates 

(Contemporary Issues in Asia and the Pacific). 

Robert Pekkanen. 2006. 

Stanford University Press.

This book provides an overview of the state of Japan's civil society and a new theory, based on political institutions, to explain why Japan differs so much from other industrialized democracies. It offers a new interpretation of why Japan's civil society has developed as it has, with many small, local groups but few large, professionally managed national organizations.
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_ss_gw?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=Japan%27s+Dual+Civil+Society%3A+Members+Without+Advocates&x=12&y=23

Economic system、
The Fable of the Keiretsu: Urban Legends of the Japanese Economy.

Yoshiro Miwa and J. Mark Ramseyer. 2006. 

University of Chicago Press.

Urban legends about Japan view the country as following some kind of Confucian collectivism that does not follow behavior that would be consistent with economic rationality. Yoshiro Miwa and Mark Ramseyer instead argue that the facts about Japan conform closely with what would be both observed and expected in a market economy in which firms maximize profits.
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_ss_gw?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=The+Fable+of+the+Keiretsu%3A+&x=21&y=16

Corporate Financing and Governance in Japan: The Road to the Future.

Takeo Hoshi and Anil K. Kashyap. 2004.

MIT Press.

Winner of the 45th Nikkei Prize for Excellent Books in Economic Science, presented by the Japan Center for Economic Research and Nihon Keizai Shimbun Inc. on November 5, 2002. 
In this book Takeo Hoshi and Anil Kashyap examine the history of the Japanese financial system, from its nineteenth-century beginnings through the collapse of the 1990s that concluded with sweeping reforms. Combining financial theory with new data and original case studies, they show why the Japanese financial system developed as it did and how its history affects its ongoing evolution.
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_ss_gw?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=Corporate+Financing+and+Governance+in+Japan%3A+&x=18&y=20

Literature

Many Books written by Murakami Haruki such as
Blind Willow, Sleeping Woman
The Elephant Vanishes: Stories 

Hardboiled Wonderland and the End of the World
Kafka on the Shore
Norwegian Wood
What I Talk About When I Talk About Running
A Wild Sheep Chase: A Novel
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_ss_gw_0_8?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=murakami+haruki&sprefix=Murakami 

The Japanization of Modernity: Murakami Haruki Between Japan and the United States 
Rebecca Suter. 

Harvard East Asian Monographs

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_ss_gw?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=The+Japanization+of+Modernity&x=12&y=24 
