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Recommended Reading List

Lost Japan
Alex Kerr

http://www.amazon.com/Japan-Travel-Literature-Lonely-Planet/dp/1741795230/ref=pd_bbs_sr_2?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1228909118&sr=8-2 
A personal account of Alex’s life in Japan, with large sections devoted to the Iya Valley and his discovery of the Chiiori farmhouse.  Originally written in Japanese, Lost Japan won Japan’s equivalent of the Pulitzer for the best work of non-fiction in 1993.  Note: re-launched edition to be available from Feb 2009.
***

Dogs and Demons
Alex Kerr

http://www.amazon.com/Dogs-Demons-Tales-DarkJapan/dp/0809039435/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1228909118&sr=8-1 
A more hard-hitting account of Japan’s modern troubles, particularly concerning environmental and cultural conservation, and sustainable renewal of rural areas.  As this a fairly dark portrait, recommended to be tackled only after reading Lost Japan.
***
The Inland Sea
Donald Richie

http://www.amazon.com/Inland-Sea-Donald-Richie/dp/1880656698/ref=sr_1_5?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1228909221&sr=1-5 
Donald Richie is the dean of writers on Japan, and this is considered his finest work. A beautiful reflection on all things Japanese by one of this country's most insightful observers.
***
Kyoto: A Contemplative Guide
Governeur Mosher
 
http://www.amazon.com/Kyoto-Contemplative-Guide-Gouverneur-Mosher/dp/0804812942/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1228909269&sr=1-1 
Written in the 1960's, a fascinating account of the rich layers of history that lie beneath the city’s most famous sites – the thinking person’s guide to Kyoto.
 ***
The Enigma of Japanese Power
Karel Van Wolferen

http://www.amazon.com/Enigma-Japanese-Power-Politics-Stateless/dp/0679728023/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1228909791&sr=1-1 
Van Wolferen is considered one the leading commentators on the inner workings of Japanese politics, economy and society.  This is his classic account, as relevant now as when it first came out in 1990. 

***
Looking For The Lost: Journeys through a Vanishing Japan 
Alan Booth

www.amazon.com/Looking-Lost-Journeys-Vanishing-Kodansha/dp/1568361483/ref=pd_bxgy_b_text_c
An eloquent account of the author’s journeys through rural Japan.

***
The Book of Tea 
Kakuzo Okakura

http://www.amazon.com/Book-Classics-Retold-Read-Revered/dp/4990284836/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1229955136&sr=8-1 

 
First published in 1906, this book provides a unique insight into Japanese culture through the lens of the tea ceremony.


***
Lafcadio Hearn's Japan: An Anthology of His Writings on the Country and its People 
Lafcadio Hearn
http://www.amazon.com/Lafcadio-Hearns-Japan-Anthology-Literature/dp/4805308737/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1229955826&sr=1-1 


Also known as Yakumo Koizumi, Hearn married a Japanese woman and became a naturalized citizen of Japan in 1890.  Hearn's writings provided some of the first "glimpses" of the inner workings of Japan to the west.


***
Memoirs of a Geisha
Arthur Golden
 
http://www.amazon.com/Memoirs-Geisha-Arthur-Golden/dp/1400096898/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1229958408&sr=8-1 


A very skillfully written and well-researched account of life within Kyoto’s geisha world.  The Hollywood adapation was very poorly done, but the book will remain a classic. 


***
In Praise of Shadows
Junichiro Tanizaki
 
http://www.amazon.com/Praise-Shadows-Junichiro-Tanizaki/dp/0918172020/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1229958461&sr=1-1
Published in 1933, a classic insight into the traditional Japanese aesthetic.  
***

Old Kyoto: A Guide to Traditional Shops and Inns
Diane Durston
 
http://www.amazon.com/Old-Kyoto-Updated-Traditional-Restaurants/dp/4770029942/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1229958509&sr=1-1 


The title says it all - an eloquently written guide to Kyoto’s traditional shops and neighborhoods.

***
Dave Barry Does Japan
Dave Barry
 
http://www.amazon.com/Dave-Barry-Does-Japan/dp/0449908100/ref=sr_1_21?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1228909391&sr=1-21 


To close a rather serious reading list, this book provides a truly irreverent and hilarious, yet insightful account of Japan.  Not at all PC, but a fun read.

